
Dear Sirs,

It has come to my attention that the FCC is considering rules that
would require future televisions & related technologies to implement
protections that enforce copyright protections.

As a software developer, an avid fan of media, and as a consumer, I
am greatly concerned that such rules, if enacted, would prevent my
full and fair use of the television and digital information that
comes into my home.  As a software developer, I see and am part of
the daily innovation and new uses for technology that are presently
ripling through our culture.  This is an exciting time, and both
consumers and content developers have benefitted from the
technological innovations of recent years.

Enacting rules that limit the consumer's fair use of digital media
streams, television in particular, could have unforseen and far
reaching chilling effects on the uptake of new technologies such as
HDTV.  The worst case scenario would be a complete rejection of the
technology by consumers.  The DAT tape, a digital tape technology
with quality far superior to analog tapes and CDs was never widely
adopted by consumers in this country primarily because its
introduction was delayed for years over a fight to include content
protection technology in the hardware.  When the tapes were finally
introduced, with the protection technologies, it was years late and
very expensive because of the enourmous expense manufacturers bore
to build in content protection.  Consumers valued the lower costs
and fair use rights that tapes and CDs allowed over the high priced
restrictive technology of the DAT tape.  Such could happen again
with HDTV if content protection rules are mandated by the FCC.

History has shown that far from being the death sentence that the
media companies would portray to lawmakers, new technologies often
provide entirely new and expanding revenue streams for content
developers.  History shows that their fears are unfounded.The most
obvious example is the video tape.  During the 80s, content
developers fought and eventually lost a length court battle to
enforce copyright protections in new VCRs.  After losing that
battle, content developers shifted their business model and now
experience the benefites of a secondary revenue stream from VCR tape
sales and rentals that would not have been possible had the VCR not
been widely adopted.  Consumers benefit from being able to enjoy the
fair use of programming at a time a place of their choosing.

Both consumers and content providers would lose out on the benefits
and revenue streams that new technologies such as HDTV will provide
if these restrictive rules are emplaced.

Please do not enact rules that force manufacturers to enforce
content protections.


